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Kestrel Falco tinnunculus - 35 em

The smallest bird of prey on Socotra. It is most frequently
seen hovering as it searches the ground for small
animals on which it feeds. How does it differ from the
Socotra Buzzard?

Nectarina balfouri
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Socotra Sunbird Nectaring baifouri - 14 ¢cm
Yet another bird that occurs only on Socotra. It is wide-
spread and one of the most familiar birds of the island.
Note its rather long. decurved bill - an adaptation for
taking the nectar from flowers. How might this also
benefit the plant?

(Socotra buzzard)
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Socotra Buzzard Ruteo buteo - 50 cm

This bird of prey is special to Socotra, not being found
anywhere else in the world. This means it is endemic to
Socotra. It is therefore very important that it is not perse-
cuted or taken from its nest.

Cisticola haesitata
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Socotra Cisticola Cisticola haesitata - 10 em
An endemic bird, meaning that it is only found on Socotra
and powhere else in the world, It is considered to be
globally threatened. It occurs in coastal dunes covered
with sparse bushland. Note its song flight - dipping up and
down over its breeding area,
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Dragon’s Blood Tree Dracaena cinnabari
This tree, which is only found on Socotra. is known as the
“Dragon’s Blood Tree™ because it is the source of a bright
red resin which is used as a dye. Its closest relative lives on
the other side of the African continent on the Canary Islands.

Exacum affine

& 1153 EXacumu s oe 15391 )91 sai
Lo, ai . 5 e £5L5 Lgia faai i yan Vg g el
138 (1 yaig Uygi 5 ullll p . Aluss Laily ol

aall Gl Bsanll o 851 Jol 3o g 21
Saocotran Violet Exacum affine
This s one of four species of Exacum found on Socotra -
none of them are known anywhere clse in the world
They all have strongly smelling lowers, In Europe and
America people grow Exacum affine in their houses
becanse of its prety Howers and pleasant perfume,
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Socotran Aloe Aloe perryi
This succulent-leaved plant is only known from Socotra
and Samha. The dried sap. known as bitter aloes, is used
medicinally and has been exported from the islands for
hundreds of years.
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Socotran Pomegranate Punica protopunica
This small tree is only known from Socotra. It is famous as
the only relative of the pomegranate, a tree which is widely
cultivated in the tropics and subtropies for its fruit. A few

rears ago it was thought by scientists ta be on the verge of
extinction but. in fact. it is guite common on Socotra.



